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A Statement of Policy 

As our thinking shifts from 
war to peace, we will do well to 
remember that the task of the 
Christian mind has not changed. 
We must seek truth and try to 
understand it. ‘lo that effort Be- 
tween the Lines is dedicated. This 
information service does not take 
sides in politics or economics. 
The reporting of significant evil 
trends or events which are sup- 
pressed, or constructive good that 
1s ignored in the usual press chan- 
nels is our task. Such a task is 
larger than the Democratic Party 
or Republican, capital or labor, 
race or creed. No man can fore- 
cast the weather if he looks at the 
sky in only one direction. Those 
whose minds and hearts reach out 


A RECENT NEWS ITEM told of a nurseryman whose stock of young 
plants and trees was wiped out by fire during his brief absence in the armed 
services. Upon his return, the nurseryman and his wife one dawn after a 
sleepless night of worry over their plight heard the sound of trucks. A dozen 
of their competitors were swarming onto their desolate property and were re- 
planting thousands of shrubs, plants and trees from a stock pool to which 
they had all contributed. Unbelieving, tear-filled eyes beheld a world rebuilt 
because love and cooperation were victorious over selfishness and rivalry. 

Will “free enterprise” and rugged individualism be destroyed in that com- 
munity among nurserymen? No, it will prosper beyond anything they have 
yet known. Any publicity man will tell you that a thousand gardens will 
blossom with new abundance because this warm sweet story will remind men 
of their gardens and the men who can enrich them. If competition is the life 
of trade, then cooperation and love are the life of competition. 


X-Ray and Forecast 
Competition on an International Scale 


Doesn't the above reveal what is wrong with life on a larger scale? In- 
ternationally speaking, suppose some morning America, Britain and Russia 
should arrive in a few front yards we might mention with truck loads of life, 
property, kindness and cooperation to restore what hate, greed and anger have 


beyond the limited boundaries of 
politics and prejudices are those 
whom we seek to serve. Those 
whose thoughts and interests are 
limited by these boundaries we 
cannot serve. The diet is too 
stout, the light too bright for 
them. 

This fellowship of truth seekers 
has been constantly and substan- 
tially growing since its beginning. 
Thousands of others would join 
us if they only knew what we are 
trying to do. The same skilled 
listening posts, editors and staff 
that serve you could with little 
increased effort serve them. 
Won’t you help us reach them? 


destroyed. Think of what that would do to restore the —_ of lasting peace! 

In contrast, American financial powers, which were hand in glove with the 
London Tory interests, have almost gleefully snatched out from under the 
new British Labor government our financial ~~ There is evidence to 
believe that lend-lease to Britain would never have ended like the crack of 
a black snake whip if Churchill and the Bank of England were still in the 
—— of close partnership they had been with Wall Street and our State 

epartment for years and months preceding the recent British elections. The 
controlled press in America is throwing a smoke screen around that fact, but 
even Wall Street financial publications have let the kitties out of the bag by 
clearly emphasizing the shock, suspicion and distrust with which American 
finance heals upon the new London government. 

Incidentally, in spite of American blood shed on Guadalcanal, we don’t 
own that island. And—reminiscent of the World War I tales when we paid 
rent to occupy trenches in France, we also paid out of public funds an indem- 
nity to British owners for each palm tree and shack shot down by American 
guns in the business of driving out the invaders and restoring the property to 
the London soap manufacturers who own the palm groves on Guadalcanal. 

Also in contrast to the true modern parable of the nurseryman, Britain, 
France and Russia are snatching at other people’s property and are growling at 
each other while they do it. Even in view of the new willingness in Moscow to 
show greater respect for American and British wishes in eastern Europe, the 
Soviet control there remains complete and unquestioned. The American people 
have not been permitted to know that the British and French are now quarrel- 
ing over Near East war loot (Lebanon, Syria, etc.), and that the British are 
trying to edge in on French Indo-China so that British foreign trade can eat 
in on the old French monopolies and British guns help to keep the Chinese 
out of their own Indo-China! British empire officials are also keeping their 
grip on supposedly free Ethiopia and Greece and have snatched Hong-Kong 
back from the Chinese. 

While the threat of civil war in China is at least temporarily averted, Mos- 
cow’s surprise move toward closer relations with the Chiang Kai-shek govern- 
ment does not ease the tension that exists among all Asiatics, including the 
Russians, over the possible renewal of British, French and American domina- 











Concentration Camp for Clergy 

A remarkably controlled and factual 
story about the pastors and priests im- 
prisoned at the Nazi's infamous Da- 
chau concentration camp appeared last 
month in The Christian Century. We 
are taking the liberty of presenting this 
article, in condensed form, to our 
readers. 
Statistics 

A special section, Block 26, was set 
aside at Dachau for the clergy and had 
contained more than 2,400 ministers 
and priests, among them 1,598 Poles, 


(Continued on next page) (Continued on next page) 
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X-Ray and Forecast 
(Continued from center page) 


If the Labor government succeeds in firmly establishing its 
power and program, you will see a gradual but deep revolu- 
tionary transformation that will be as great in lasting results 
and influence on the world as the Russian revolution. England 
is a democracy, so this revolution will be quiet and orderly. 
The Russian revolution, exploding out of a thousand years of 
tyranny, was of necessity brutal and destructive. 


War Generation 

The windows of every home still rattle to the rat-tat-tat 
of wooden machine guns. We may be able to disarm the 
Nazis and Japanese, but how are we going to disarm the 


kiddies ? 
Pearl Harbor 


Keep an open mind on the Pearl Harbor revelations. Re- 
member that all investigations made so far were made under 
extreme war conditions and under military and White House 
control. The only way an impartial judgment can finally be 
formed will be by Congressional investigation free of any 
outside influence. Such an investigation will most likely be 
called for soon. 


Free Enterprise vs Planned Economy 

America’s greatest economic battle is about to begin. On 
one side large business and industrial organizations have been 
carrying on a campaign to convince the American people that 
free enterprise and capitalism, which they term “the Amer- 
ican way of life,” should not be expected to provide full em- 
wear peor You may not have noticed it in all the big bill- 

oard and full page ads large industrial and financial organ- 

izations have been sponsoring, but the story was there told 
subtly and effectively—that it is better to-have unrestricted 
competition and freedom even though you don’t have a job 
all the time than to live under any form of a planned economy 
which leads toward totalitarianism or socialism. 

And we believe that that is not far from the decision the 
American people are soon going to have to make. The ex- 
perts are outlining it in this way: The next six months will 
see many millions out of work. In twelve months a post-war 
boom will be in stride. In about four years, maybe sooner, 
maybe later, the civilian goods market will be at a saturation 
point again, about where it was in 1939 when the war began 
and ten million were out of work. In 1949 or 1950 fifteen 
million will probably be out of work. That can be the zero 
hour. Things may move faster, possibly the national elec- 
tions of 1948 will decide the issue, but the struggle can be 
no more clearly put than to say: 

Do the American people want unrestricted free enterprise 
with frequent intervals of joblessness affecting millions, or 
do they want a planned economy where government controls 
of production and finance guarantee full employment? This 
will be the most important political and economic decision 
the American people have ever made. It will most likely be 
made in one form or another in the next five years. 


CIO Mayor 

The possibility of a CIO labor leader, R. F. Frankensteen, 
being docted Mayor of an all important industrial center, 
Detroit, will fit very dramatically into the above prospectus. 
The CIO is booming Frankensteen with the slogans, “If they 
can do it in England, we can do it here!’ and “We will create 
and maintain jobs for all!” 


Press, Radio and Public Opinion 


Considerable commotion has been stirred in newspaper 
circles by the courageous statements of a prominent Canadian 
editor about the press, big business and public relations. The 
editor of the important Toronto Star points out that 70 to 
80 per cent of the daily newspapers of the United States op- 
posed the re-election of President Roosevelt; that, although 


a majority of the daily newspapers in Canada —— Mac- 
kenzie King’s Liberal government, it was returned to power, 
and that the Labor party won the British election although 
it had the support of only one daily newspaper. The Toronto 
editor adds: 

“The fact is that in all three countries—Canada, the United 
States and Britain—the majority of the press supported views 
which were no longer acceptable to the majority of the elec- 
tors. In many cases they are even more anti-reform than 
the published programs of their so . . Great news- 
papers are now Big Business. It used to be that a man who 
could raise a moderate amount of money could start a news- 
aed in a large city with some hope of success. That is no 
onger the case. More and more the voters are thinking for 
themselves. Less and less they are inclined to take advice 
from quarters which they do not regard as disinterested.” 

In connection with this it was recently brought out that 
only 150 corporations in the United States can afford to buy 
advertised time on the radio. Advertised time is scheduled 
at hours when the people really listen to the radio. One net- 
work (National Broadcasting Company) receives 60 per cent 
of its income from only ten advertising accounts. One-eighth 
of its income comes from one advertising account. Thus it is 
easily apparent to the lay mind that the pressure on press 
and radio is no longer “the voice of the people,” but often 
runs quite contrary to the people’s interest where large finan- 
cial and industrial — are in a position to enforce their 
own viewpoints and desires as against the common good. 


Religious Liberty and the Catholic Church 


A statement by the prominent Protestant leader, Methodist 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, has caused considerable under- 
ground rumblings in America. Bishop Oxnam has been very 
active in visiting chaplains with the armed forces. He recent- 
ly indicated his belief that the Eastern Orthodox churches, 
both Russian and Greek, and Protestantism would displace 
Roman Catholicism in the new Europe. He based this con- 
clusion upon the fact that the Roman Church in Italy, Spain 
and in Nazi-occupied France was so undeniably and closely 
allied with nazism and fascism that the common people of 
Europe are revolting against it. 

Bishop Oxnam continued with the following comment, 
creating some stormy waves which have not yet reached the 
average layman: 

“There are rage three Protestant chaplains for 
each Roman Catholic chaplain. It was earnestly hoped that 
ar serving together would become a force for greater 
understanding when the war is over. Unfortunately, the 


“werd of the Roman Catholic Church in the matter of re- 
igious liberty seriously hindered the cooperation that should 
characterize religious groups in the United States. Individual 
go of different faiths have come to respect one another, 
an 


the respect has deepened into affection. But church 
policies, if unwise, may destroy this fellowship. 

“It is a Protestant principle that religious liberty should 
be maintained. The Protestant will fight for the liberty of 
the Roman Catholic to worship, to educate, and to serve in 
accordance with the dictates of his conscience. But the Prot- 
estant chaplain who has faced the fact that, in countries in 
which the Roman Catholic Church has a strong majority, full 
religious liberty is denied to minority groups finds himself 
sorely troubled. He has experienced disabilities in the pol- 
itical field his fellow Protestants face. I have met five hun- 
dred chaplains, and no single subject was discussed at greater 
length. 

"The Protestant asks very simply that the Golden Rule be 
applied in the realm of religious liberty, and that the Roman 
Catholic Church in every land in which it serves do unto 
others as it would be done by. No American wishes post- 
war religious conflict. The surest way, however, to develop 
religious conflict in the United States is for the Roman Catho- 
lic leadership to continue its policy of discrimination against 
non-Catholics as is now practiced in certain countries.” 





